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Why Bilingual? 
 

Sara and Juan are immigrants. They want 

their children to learn English and do well 

in school. They also want them to speak 

their language so they can communicate 

with their grandparents and cousins back 

home. They hope their children will be 

bilingual, but they are not sure what to do. 

Maintaining the home language in a new 

country does not happen easily. It takes a 

lot of persistence. Sometimes the children 

want to speak the home language, 

sometimes they do not. It depends on 

their interest, their personality, or their 

ability.   

Immigrant parents need to have a plan. 

With some effort, you can help your 

children be bilingual and give them this 

important part of your culture. That 

makes it worthwhile. Your children may 

not appreciate it right away, but they will 

be happy when they are older. It will be a 

nice reward for you.  Here are some tips 

to maintain the home language of your 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk with your children all the time. 

It is important to talk with your children about everything that happens 

during the day. It may be about what to cook for dinner. Or it may be about 

visiting a friend on the week-end. Or it may be about a book you have read. 

Speak in your home language, even if your children respond in English. You 

are giving them a receptive vocabulary. That means they continue to 

understand what you say.  
  
Have a system. 

Make a rule about how you will use the home language and how you will use 

English in your family. This helps the children know what to expect.  For 

example,   

 Home language at home and English at school. 

 Home language at home and English outside the home. 

 Home language with one parent, and English with the other parent. 

 

Find other people who speak your home language to speak with your 

children, too. 

 Interact with friends and family members who live in your 

community. Go to parties, religious events, or traditional 

celebrations. 

 Interact with friends and family members who live in your home 

country. You can talk to them on the phone. You can write letters 

and email messages to them in your home language.  

Watch children's programs on TV and videos in your home language.  

 

Read books and magazines in your home language. 

 

Visit your home country. If this is possible, it will give your children a chance 

to be immersed in the home language. If they have a good receptive 

vocabulary, it will be easier for them to speak the language after just a few 

days there.  
 
Be a positive role model for bilingualism. If your children see that you are bilingual, it will seem natural to them to be bilingual 

too. They will be more interested in the two languages.  
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