
LYNDALE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

Meeting held over Zoom 
November 16, 2020 

 

PRESENT:  Andrew Arsham (co-president), Naomi Loges (co-president), Cliff Zawasky (co-president), 
Suzanne van den Hogenhof (co-president), Mark Waller (treasurer), Lisa Skrzeczkoski-Bzdusek 
(secretary), Meghan O’Connor (Principal), Charise Powell (Assistant Principal), Pete Mattsson (3rd grade 
teacher), Joan Hutchinson (5th grade teacher). 

 

1. SPEAKING OUT COLLECTIVE:  Per Pete, as a team it doesn’t seem like the best move right now. It felt 
like too much after adjusting to distance learning and then adjusting to something else.  Per 
Meghan, they have a great program but the school day is shortened and already feeling like not 
getting all our things in and so to add something else makes us feel like we are not meeting all the 
kids’ needs.  Seems like a lot to put on the teachers’ plates so hesitant.  Not the right move for the 
third grade team this year during distance learning.  

 
Pete brought up the idea of opening it up to 3-5th graders who need help engaging with distance 
learning and then hold sessions outside of classroom time (i.e. recess). 
 

2. GIVE TO THE MAX WEEK:  Big push is Thursday, lowered our goal to $5000 this year because of the 
pandemic.  Already raised $3000.  

 

3. READ-A-THON:  trying to figure out what it will look like this year.  It is usually the first week of 
February which coincides with the 3rd quarter and where school board said hybrid learning may 
start.  Consensus seems to be to push it off a little later, maybe after spring break.  Working with 
Ms. Becker on organizing this. 

 

4. FUNDS:  Ms. Larson is requesting reading software that is $168/room and all the first grade teachers 
would like.  Haven’t received many other funding requests.  This was approved by Meghan. 
Spending that seems to be coming up is read-a-thon, possibly paying for the speaking out collective, 
and 5th grade recognition.  Last year 5th grade recognition budget was $1000 which was tight and 
there were less students than this year’s class.  

 
5. MEETING WITH GREEN CENTRAL:  Naomi and Andy met with 2 parents and 1 staff member from 

Green Central.  More of an introductory meeting.  Green Central looking into who will be coming to 
Lyndale so we can connect.  There were some good ideas shared as to how to engage the Somali 
community.  Hoping for a parent-to-parent communication channel between the schools.  First thing 
we can do is get is many parents as possible to know about the pastries with the principals meeting 
at Green.  

 

This week all MPS students will get letters as to what school they will be assigned, but you can still 
open enroll to Lyndale if you are assigned Barton or Kenwood.  Then Lyndale will receive a letter of 
all the kids slated to go to Lyndale.  Lyndale talking about making a postcard to send to new students 



welcoming them to Lyndale.  From Dec 8 – January, Meghan and Charise will have virtual open 
house meetings with families. 
We have left over yard signs that we will distribute at material pick up but parent consensus was to 
not make signs saying “choose Lyndale” as it doesn’t fit with the CDD message.  

 

 


