
Lyndale Community School 
PTO meeting minutes 

 October 7, 2020 
 
Meeting starts at: 6:05pm via Zoom 
 
Overview of PTO from Cliff:  
The PTO organizes school events to build community and foster relationships among students, 
families, and teachers. We fundraise to support teachers and provide enrichment opportunities 
for students.  
Introductions from PTO leaders: Cliff Zawasky, Suzanne van den Hoogenhof and Naomi Loges 
are serving as co-presidents. Andy Arsham is the vice president. Lisa Skrzeczkoski-Bzdusek is 
the secretary. Mark Waller is the treasurer. 
Folks sent to breakout rooms for a little ice breaker; where would you go in the world if there 
was no COVID. 
 
Budget Update from the Treasurer: 
Discussion about ideas for how to use funds: interpreters, community organizers, recruitment for 
new neighborhood, etc. The PTO currently has $61,350 in both PTO accounts. 
Regular events such as Carnival are postponed, which has resulted in lower spending.  We’re in 
a good position financially to approve funds to be spent as needs change and arise.  Ideas from 
parents and teachers are welcome.  Please email LyndalePTO@gmail.com. 
 
Principal O’Connor on the MPS bell times: 
Bell times are basically the start and end of the school day.  Part of the CDD process is to look 
at transportation efficiency for the whole district.  Bell times are reevaluated every 8-10 years or 
so anyway. A steering committee met this summer to discuss bell times and Principal O’Connor 
was a part of that.  Any changes would go into effect 2021-2022 school year.  It is a goal for all 
elementary schools to start between 7:30-8:45am, and eliminate the 9:40 late start. The late 
start prohibits many families and staff from participating in after-school activities. The district 
might also try to align middle school and high school start times so they can do sports together. 
High school students take public transportation, not school buses. 
Families can leave feedback in google doc: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19yVSG0EJ2AX8SgxNPocBktYh8AwOBVdK-LMUPrhCjgY
/edit 
 
Bookfair: 
The Scholastic bookfair is happening online Oct 1-Oct 14. All book orders over $25 will ship for 
free. The PTO earns 25% of all sales, which we then give to Ms. Becker to buy books for the 
media center. 
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/my-fairs/ataglance.html 
 
Volunteers: 



With all of our events postponed there are fewer opportunities to volunteer, but we have two 
open positions! We are looking for 1 or 2 co-chairs for the spring readathon, and one newsletter 
volunteer (we will teach you how to write PTO newsletters!) 
 
CDD: 
The CDD will change Lyndale’s boundaries to the east for the families currently at Green 
Central in the Central neighborhood.  Andy connected with the Green PTO and the to start 
conversations. There were several questions about the school choice process for next school 
year. The district should be sending home letters to all families. Meghan & Charise also 
connected with the Green administrators, and have a principal meeting in a week and a half to 
get more information. The principals would like the PTO to coordinate information to make sure 
we’re on the same page for messaging to new families. 
https://schoolrequest.mpls.k12.mn.us/cdd 
 
Gems/Gise (after school programming): 
Ms. Anderson talked about the new virtual format of Gems/Gise. All of the kids can participate, 
M/W or T/H.  There are 3 options a day, 8-9am, 3:30-4:30pm, or 4:30-5:30pm.  Kids can choose 
1-2 classes to take.  https://alc.mpls.k12.mn.us/ 
Teachers from across the district will be teaching, not just Lyndale.  Classes will be all 
synchronous/live with the teacher for that hour.  Packets will need to be picked up for the 
classes.  Funding is being provided from MDE.  Usually the program is year-long through May, 
but they’re looking at it to be more like semesters so that kids can have the opportunity to 
change classes. 
Classes start Monday, October 19th. 
 
Fundraising ideas for Give To The Max: 
Mask with Lyndale branding (one per kid as gift, rest for sale like spirit wear). 
Books for all the kids in the school; teachers can do ‘book club’ with class. 
 
 
The next regular PTO meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 2. 
 

https://alc.mpls.k12.mn.us/

